The United Statle Senate has
Mghtly earned the Litle of the House
of Gabfest; which was applicd to |t
by a speclator In galleries
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Aagalnst Speaker Joseph Tannon was
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caar-lke rules of Speaker Reed in
limiting debate and refusing to rec-
oEnize a member when Ume had
come for voling
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Under the rule In United
States Senate any measure can be
blocked indefinit by 1alking Al-
thaugh every member Hu= his mind

made up = to haw he wants to
vote there 18 nothing to prohibit
rnother member rising to the floor
ond debating the subject even
though he knows his oratory will
not change the result ator Ben
Tillman of South Carolina lonz
wasg famouz as o speaker in the
Senate. While the Democrits were
in the minarity he used to arzue
long hours 16 block legislation and

delay the poassage of Dbills  he
“thought were agalnst the best in-
teresis of the people, although he
well knew that the majority of the
people were represented by men
whose opininng differed from his,

AL times 1n the Senate there are
outbuarsts of oratory for no particn-
Iar purpose except to  give the
speaker a chance 1o send ont &
flow of oratory. Senator J, Hamll-
ton Lewls recently rose ta natlonal
fame by his aratorical outhursts in
the Upper House. 1t |s a fine place
for a man to advertise his ability
as a chautauqua orator

Senators LaFollette, Bristow and
Borah had thelr standing as choau-
lauqua oratorg raiged conslderably
after they entered the Senate  All
Benators do nol hecome chautau-
aua orators, but if they have any
orato=y in them they have a glorl-
ousn opportunity to get on the chau-
fanqua platform with a big =alary
if they can only ‘break into the
United States Senate

In the Senate vou can say most
anvthing about ‘anybody  and still
not be In danger of arrest, Scna-
tor Tillman (s best known for in-
veclive, He ecould have glven
Cicero lessons. Senator Reed is also
winning fame alonz the same line,
thotigh Reed's style is  different
from Tillman's,

The object of freedom of gpeech
In the Sennte 1s (o glve every man
npportunity to tell his =do of the
ense and possibly convert others (o
his belief. But that freedom of
speech has been  woofully abused
Senators are not always the most

ONE-SIXTH OF PENNSYLVANIA LAID WASTE BY DEFORESTATION, ACCORDING TO REPORT OF STATE

At leust one-sixth of the sren of
Pennsyvivanin is unprodudctive, Jdu-
poapulated and fust zolng into a dee-
ert condition because of destruction
of the lorests. according to Dr. J,
T, Ilolhrock, former State Forest
Cammissioner,

“T'here Is another feature which
merits  serlous  conslderation.” he
mald. ““There barren arens are for
the mosi part depopulated. 8o long
as the timber lasted they wers tha
homes of n rugzed Industrious pop=
ulntion, Ax s00n ns the timber wis
gone. all of (he most enerzetle
voung mea lefr Gradually most of
the others 1ol Now You ¢an pass

ap mlle ufter mile and no: sse an
Inhuliltey] houss

“There are counties in Pennsyl-

CLINEDINST wash D.C

serupulous of men They wauld
just as soon BLlock needed legisla-
tien for political reasons as not

That s shown clearly In  great
palitical questiong no matter which
party Is In npower The minorily

hnmpers the majorily as much s

poesible =0 as to win political ad-
vantage at the next elfction Tha
free speech of the Senate |s solzal

Uy them for political
Whether unlimited debate is 4 good
or bad thing 5 for the
decide All the onlooker knows is
that there are plenty of Senatora
and have been plemtly from earliest

PUTFPOSHE

caperts to

times In American’ history, who
loved ta: delny business for tholr
own npnersann] elory
OWEN HAS TEMERITY TO
PROPOSE CURTAILMENT.

It will be recalled that last ses-

vania that were prosperous and pan-
Ulous =0 long as the Umber lasted,
but are now virtually buokrupt, and
the end Is not yet.

‘We must not forget that in times
0F publie peril muny of the stronz-
G5 arms and bravest hearts came
out of the timber reglons They
Were the product of the backwoods,
We may need them agaln

“Fraom the favored
Pennsylvania one might  suppose
the Stale, as a whole, was fi.-rrl.M.
productive and rich in all that goes
o ‘make i presperons and a con-
tented community, We lght loss
slght of the fast that in the moun-
Lain reglons there Are Oreus apgEre-
Baling  at  least gne-sixth of tha
State which are wnoroductive, de-
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World--Debate

slon Senator Owen of Oklahoma,
who ls ta uppear in the light of the
President’s floor leader on the ri
peal bHl, actually had the temerity
to advocite a cloture rule. “Tempr-
Yy dg gorrecl—because there was
a terrific howl from those solons
who are long on that fictlen of “sen=
atorial conrtesy” which permits un-
Hmited delinte

Those Senalors who are veterans
ke to talk of the “open forum of
debate,” which exists under the an-
vlent Senate rules. They hold that
the Upper House Is really more re-
sponsible to the will of the people
hecause of Lhizs unlimited debate;
that the stald and dignilled pro-
vedure of the Senale acls a8 a brake

on an Impulsive House. They jay
cmphasi= on the “deliberativa’
when they say the Senate "ils the

and fast
condition,

St mere alarming =
that thoough dlmest everse
now recognizes the truth of
statements, the genernl
never been w0 greatly  coneernng
aver It as lo drive our lawmskers
to ake adegquate restorative meas-
Hres

“Not only iz the zoll which we
have denuded of timber in grent
part uniit for any other crop than
timber. but owing to nexlect, it Is
Tast belng further impoverished by
the fires and floods whith are al-
lowed to sweep over it without ade-
fquate resiraint

Timber gone and soll
the conditjon with us today,
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deasrt

going Into a

the fact
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when the statement i3 officlally
miade Ly the Federal Government
that by 1920 the whele timber crop
of the United States will virtually
have been harvested. Sixteen years
left for us to rron of tim-
ber hefora the famine is
Hpon us,

“If we :nake the largest possible
allowance for doubt asto the exact
truth of the above estimate, the con-
dition In cur own State is so plain
that we must consider prompt reme-
dial aetion the most pressing duty
before the people today, It ranks
In importances with public *chools
and publie health, which, with for-
¢St restorstion. should be the trinl-
t¥ of prime !mportance for official
considernticn. Our State owes to

grow =
timber

Itself that not less
trees He annually
tected on  our
f$rea s,

“T'he ofl-repeated =tatoment that
if forest fires ave kept down these
areas will forest themselves without
our care is only partly true. hecause
there are areas over which there
Is no eign of restorstion, and there
are no areas on which natural res-
toration shows a coming crop of the
most declruble timbar, The crop
Is o mixture of good and bad tim-
her, which, usgeful az It may be as
a =o0ll dover and water-conserving
factor, does not meet the need of
producing the timber the State will
require in the near future

“Pennsylvania has now

Ihan 20,000,000
planted and pro-
present  denuded

one mil-

greatest deltberative hods n the
world.”
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number of the uld warhorses-—ui
ones who ars stronzest fof Sent-
tovin! courtes Alroengdy the mem-
hership of the Sénute I2 osing ro-
placed by vounger men They ot
not quite S0 prone to regard the
Senate inviolable—a fetish
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Senate procedure
upper holise lengthy, but
the precedents are almost number-
less They all establish, however,
the inalicnahle right of o Senitor
to talk ns much as he pleases; the
right to hold the floor a&
camers until he shall have
and rejection of any cloture rule
There are many Instances whers
measures have hoen talked to death
in the Senate. Thesae usually come
ut the closa of the =zessjon when
time Is zhort and the majority la
tryving to rush a measure, -The nii-
nority Senators start to talking and
hald the floor agninat all comers un-
til the session dies. Senators have

coming to a vole is

I Inlk and to oblect

the courts, it & Lthe préce-
binding on the
e rules in the

dents

nre riot

nst all
wielded

lion mcres nf forest reserve, which
Iz belng ng well cared for sy pos-
Blble under existing appropriations,
bul this represents only furty miles

square, Yet we know that there
are a' least eighty miles square

which require immediate attention.
In other words, the area cared for
I8 only one-fourth of that which
shauld he reforested without delay,
We are neglecting three-fourths of
this pressing duty. How ecaon we
2Xcuse ourselves to the future?

“If thers 1 one fact that we may
consider as proved in the latest ut-
terance of sclence, It Iz that foresia
de ald In conserving the ralnfall
and malntuain the even flow of waler
in our streams smd springs.

"“At thls very hour our national

heen honored for that thing be-

iuge they liave lnken ndvantage of

the rules ta block legilsation they
thou was ruinous
Only Natural,

Speaking of animals, in my opin-
lon the elephant is the oleverest of
L e, wilbe]  the old circus man,
I remember ance, Many Years aso,
when J ke, who wins then onder
my charge howed me one day that

he could read.”
“Oh, com# now,” sald tha llstener.

1'}} prove It to vou in ahout two
minutes* the trainer, “Well,
12 1 was =aving, the old fellow got
It o s with the BEengul tlger,
and Liefore we could get them =spa-
ratod e had his trunk badly dams-

. After the scrimmoage Wag ovVer
incko broke amil started JdJown
tho street ‘He's going wild!®
iy shouted Don't you he-
Now, where dn you
snt wont to?"

Waoent to the surgeon™ [ suppnse.
't voy el up n better yarn ™

Na he didn't go to the surgcon k.
strafzht to.n little =hop

wit (o}

HoEe

some
leve 1t says |

suppose that ol

He wont

where & shen ssld, “Trunks repaired
whilo vou walt,' OFf course he had
rmade n mistake. Byt what Jdo you
eapest of a poor dumb hrijta?*
vilam's Distinctlon,
Pat, who had been sumnioned for

sling nis il all he new
to put the blame on his mother-

in law, and Iin consequencea wns
hitded 1 *he Benvh for his lack of
sallanLr

“Why peopls should think _|f-
clever and rlght to mallgn  their

mothers-in-law, 1 don't know." re-
marked the Maglstrate, “Is chivalry
nulte dead among us? I could,™ he
ndded, “tall you of men who pover
onee gald an unkind word of Lhelr
mathors-tn-law, who never had the
had taate to complain anbout thelr
mother-In-liw's actlons, who
"

naver— "
‘T only know of one. Yaur
Honor ™ interrupted Pat,

Mnuistrate scowled.

“And if yon want to know ‘3115
name. Your Honor'' went on Pat,
“iIt’s Adam.”

The

“Papa,”’ asked Wille, “what 19

phenomenal 7"

o, -
“It {s phenomenal, my Son BX-

¥ ! “when &
plained Mr. Wisepate, “.
lawyer is content with a nominal
fee"

COMMISSIONER

congress, recognizing the vast im-
partance of water power to the In-
dustries of the country, |s considers

ing how this muay be must wisely
utilized In beneflt of all the people.
S trangcendently important does
i+ seem that the question is de-
bated in how fir the reserved rights
of the States may be Invaded (o
care for all the people of the coun=
try. Tt is fully recognized that the
protection and incrense of our for-
st areas has hecome esgenlial to
natlonal prosperily.

“What do you do when you want
vour dog to come to you?"

I speak te him.* A

‘Tioes he understund youf?

“Certainly! Don’t you urderstand
when people speak to you?"

-




